
Scholarship Winners 2017 

Congratulations to our Massachusetts Senate scholarship recipients for 
2017! Anthony Perry and Jacob Potts will be receiving $1000 scholarships 
and Mariceli Mota will receive our $500 award. 
This year was especially difficult to judge with so many outstanding 
applications, but we feel these students were exceptional. 
Anthony Perry is ranked first in his class at Greater New Bedford Regional 
Vocational Technical High School, is an Eagle Scout and has received 
numerous academic and community awards. He will be attending Cornell 
University. 
Jacob Potts is a member of the National Honor Society at Barnstable High 
School, has received awards for journalism and music and will be attending 
Brown University. 
Mariceli Mota is a member of the National Honor Society at Lawrence 
High School and will be a first generation college student at the University 
of Massachusetts in Amherst. She has been an outstanding leader both in the 
classroom and on the athletic field. 

Personal Statement from Anthony Perry 
My choices reflect my ambitions.  I hope to continue working in disruptive 
technologies, regardless of the discipline.  Through my efforts at Rail-Pod, 
Inc., a Boston start-up which designed the first autonomous robot to scan the 
physical integrity of railroad tracks, I worked first hand in a disruptive 
technology to revolutionize rail inspections.  Whether testing physical 
components, recognizing part malfunctions, generating computerized 
replacement parts, installing new components, or thinking outside the box to 
resolve these issues, each instance gave me hands-on experience in the 
technology field.  This experience in industry makes me an asset as I work in 
cybersecurity.  Forbes.com reports four hundred billion dollars of 
intellectual property are stolen by foreign hackers each year.  The 
development of anti-tampering hardware installed within the computer itself 
crucially wards off future security breaches.  Through an Electrical and 
Computer Engineering program, I hope to leverage current research in 
addition to my experiences with Mechatronics and electrical training to 
provide innovative holistic cybersecurity approaches to provide real world 
solutions to keep intellectual property safe.  My purpose is to utilize 
technology to attain the maximum benefit to keep my community, my country 
and my world secure. 



Personal Statement from Jacob Potts 
Creativity has always been my driving force.  Nothing enthralls me more 
than arranging the ideas that blossom in my mind into unique and original 
bouquets.  I am also fascinated by the English language itself: the quirky 
ways in which nouns and adjectives and verbs can be woven together to 
elicit a specific emotion or achieve a specific purpose.  Together, my 
creativity and my love of words combine to make writing my greatest 
passion.  As a result, I intend to pursue English, Creative Writing, 
Journalism, or some combination of the three in college. 
To prepare myself for this dream, I have structured my academic life around 
improving my English skills.  I was the only student in my graduating class 
to skip eighth grade English, thereby staying one year ahead of my peers 
and gaining extra space in my schedule to take Creative Writing and join the 
staff of Insight, the school paper (of which I am the Opinion Editor).  The 
English faculty of Barnstable High School has also granted me the Brown 
University Book Award for excellence in the subject. 
I channel much of my remaining energy into my pride and joy: my novel.  I 
have tinkered with novels since middle school, but the one I am currently 
developing is, by far, the one that I am most determined to delver to a 
publisher’s desk.  Much of my minimal free time is spent outlining the plot, 
editing the book cover I designed myself, or fleshing out chapters. 
No matter which path higher education guides me to, I am determined to use 
the knowledge I gain to leave an indelible mark on the universe.  My 
greatest aspiration is to use my voice, my pen, or my hands to better both 
society and the lives of others. 

We hope to be able to invite these students to a MA Senate meeting in the 
spring so everyone can meet them 

Submitted by Marilyn & Ed Lariviere


